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“Silent Night” (German: “Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht”) is one of the most beloved and well-known Christmas carols worldwide. It was composed by Franz Xaver Gruber, with lyrics written by Joseph Mohr. The carol was first performed in the small Austrian village of Oberndorf on Christmas Eve in 1818.




Gruber’s “Silent Night” remains a timeless gem in the world of Christmas music, and playing it on the piano provides a wonderful opportunity for pianists to connect with the spirit of the season. Whether you’re an intermediate player seeking to master a holiday classic or a beginner aspiring to capture the essence of this beloved carol, the piano offers a versatile platform for bringing the magic of “Silent Night” to life. So, dust off those keys, embrace the joy of the season, and let the soothing melody of “Silent Night” resonate through your piano.
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                                                            And There Were Shepherds
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																Composed by Arthur Foote (1853–1937), an American composer “And There Were Shepherds” is a common phrase found in the Christmas story from the Bible, specifically in the account of the birth of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 2:8-20). This phrase is often associated with the announcement of the angel to the shepherds in the fields. Foote’s meticulous attention …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Grainger – Sussex Mummers’ Christmas Carol
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“The Sussex Mummers’ Christmas Carol” lyrics often vary, as is common with many traditional folk carols, but the general narrative involves Mary asking Joseph to pick cherries from a tree to satisfy her cravings. Joseph reacts with surprise, expressing doubt about the child’s parentage. In the carol, the angel Gabriel appears to Joseph, explaining the divine nature of Mary’s pregnancy. …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Song of the Bagpipers
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Song of the Bagpipers” in Neapolitan is known as “Canzone dei Zampognari.” This traditional Neapolitan Christmas song is often associated with the image of bagpipers playing festive music during the holiday season in Southern Italy. Due to the technical demands and nuanced expression required, “Song of the Bagpipers” is best suited for intermediate to advanced pianists. A solid understanding of …
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																Composed by George Frideric Handel, “Joy To The World” was initially not intended to be a Christmas carol. The melody we associate with the song today was adapted by Lowell Mason in the 19th century from Handel’s work. The result is a piece that radiates exuberance and has become a staple in holiday celebrations around the world. For those just …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            All My Heart This Night Rejoices
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“All My Heart This Night Rejoices” is a traditional German Christmas carol that originated in the 17th century. The lyrics were written by Paul Gerhardt, and the melody is attributed to Johann Georg Ebeling. The hymn beautifully captures the joy and wonder of the Christmas season, expressing gratitude for the birth of Jesus Christ. The hymn’s expressive nature invites pianists …
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																“Gesù Bambino” is a beautiful Christmas carol composed by Pietro Yon in 1917. The title translates from Italian to “Baby Jesus” in English. This piece is particularly well-known for its lyrical and expressive qualities, making it a cherished addition to the repertoire of Christmas music. The piece requires a pianist to convey a sense of innocence, tenderness, and celebration. While …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Schumann – Knecht Ruprecht
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Knecht Ruprecht” is the fourth movement from Schumann’s piano suite titled “Album für die Jugend” (Album for the Young), Op. 68. Composed in 1848, this piece embodies the festive spirit of the holiday season, featuring playful and whimsical elements. The title refers to a traditional German Christmas character, Knecht Ruprecht, who accompanies St. Nicholas to reward or admonish children based …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Noel Nouvelet
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Noel Nouvelet” is a traditional French Christmas carol that has been cherished for its beautiful melody and joyful lyrics. “Noel Nouvelet,” often simply referred to as “Noel,” dates back to the 15th century and is believed to have originated in the region of France. The carol is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ and has become a popular …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” is a traditional Christmas carol that reflects on the peaceful and tender scene of Mary laying the infant Jesus in a manger. The lyrics often evoke a sense of serenity and devotion, capturing the essence of the Nativity. The carol’s portrayal of the intimate moments surrounding the birth of Jesus makes it a fitting addition …
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																“Silent Night” (German: “Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht”) is one of the most beloved and well-known Christmas carols worldwide. It was composed by Franz Xaver Gruber, with lyrics written by Joseph Mohr. The carol was first performed in the small Austrian village of Oberndorf on Christmas Eve in 1818. Gruber’s “Silent Night” remains a timeless gem in the world of Christmas …
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																“Deck the Halls” is a Welsh carol that dates back to the 16th century. The melody is believed to have originated from a traditional Welsh New Year’s Eve carol called “Nos Galan.” The song is known for its cheerful lyrics that celebrate the holiday season and the spirit of Christmas. The refrain “Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la” is a distinctive and memorable part …
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																“In Polish Style” is one of the delightful pieces from Franz Liszt’s “Weihnachtsbaum” (The Christmas Tree) collection. This collection, composed in 1874, consists of 12 short piano pieces, each inspired by different aspects of the Christmas season. Performing Liszt’s “In Polish Style” on the piano requires a blend of technical skill, musicality, and a deep understanding of the composer’s stylistic …
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																Frank Loesser wrote “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” in 1944. The song features a playful and flirtatious duet between a man (referred to as “the Wolf” in the original sheet music) and a woman (referred to as “the Mouse”). In the song, the woman is expressing her reluctance to leave the man’s company due to the cold weather outside, while the …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            What Child Is This
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“What Child Is This?” is a Christmas carol with lyrics written by William Chatterton Dix in 1865. The lyrics are set to the tune of the traditional English folk song “Greensleeves.” The carol focuses on the birth of Jesus Christ and reflects on the significance of His arrival. To play “What Child Is This” on the piano, a pianist should …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Amazing Grace
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Amazing Grace” is a traditional hymn with uncertain authorship. It is often attributed to John Newton, a former slave trader turned Christian minister, who wrote the lyrics in the late 18th century. However, the melody used today is believed to have been added later. The melody used for “Amazing Grace” is simple yet deeply moving. It is typically sung in …
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